THE SOUTHERN CROSS

Ex-Navy Commander
Graces Churches with
Spirited Works of Art

by Anm Aubmey Hanson

ESCONDI: — 5S¢, Mary’s Parish in Escon-
diddo, the oldest parish in the North County, no
lognzer [ooks her age, The parish compléted a
total remndeling late Last vear, Skyliphts and
plass doors allow natural light o (Hominake

her tnterior, and the new Blessed, Sacramont |
Ehapel lightens the hearts of her parishioners, |

“It's ensily’ the moat Beautifol church in San
Di"-'E"' Mh‘;‘ savs Sanislaus “htan” Sowinski,
the artist who painted: the icons of the four
Evangelists that now grace the altar, “They lis-
tened doc the people, and look at what bhay
achieyed.”

Lowinski was tnviled to paint the icons of
S, Matthew, Mark, Lukeand fohn that adorn
the wall behind tha altar as well as the B
parirait of Mary, Clor Lady of Holy Prodection,
who looks down onbe the congregation from
thie wall of the choir loft,

[hi: ftwe picees st St Mary's wene painted on
linen carvas in oS ancd were then mounted on
wooden pancls

SEE ARTIST, PAGE 12

THE CATHOL M DIHCESE O 53% ERIEG

By iz Swalbin

WIESSION VALLEY — On [une 9, 10 men of
the Dincese of San Dicgo ook steps advanc-
ing them toward possable ordination to (he
pormanent diaconate. Bishop Robert H, Brom
wikd the main celebrant ab a special Mass
which included the diaconal rites of inskalla-
tion o the mindstries of lector and acabvies

The instalatioms, hedd at Mivsion San Diepo de
Alcala’s St Francls Cenber, represent two stepsin
the formation process for permanent deacons,

The installation could be compared to the

= | INSTALLATION: Deocon condidate
£ Harry Guess received the Soripture from Bish-
3 op Rokert H, Browon june 3
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EVOKING THE DESIRE TO PRAY; Aritst Stanielns “Stan™ Sounnsks paietted Chior Lady of Holy
Protechion for 5§ Mary's Parish fin Escopedide.

JusE 21, 2001

| Ten Men Take Steps Toward Ordination As Permanent Deacons

novitiate, said Sister Carlotta i Lorengo,
directar of the diocesan o for the Permea-
nent [Haconate and a Sister of 5t Joseph of
Corandelet, In both situations, & person
L .'|:l|||::-;]~. {0 a permanent call, Thie final step iz
wher the person makes votws, Sister di Loron-
iy A,

Fammaby and Friensds atlemded the service
Thie first to be indtiabed werd the lectors who
are scheduled for ordination in 2003, They
are Harry Guess of Christ the King Parish,
Frank Reilly of Blessed Sacrament and Luis
Apuilar of St James Parish/St: Lee Mission

Each candidate approached the bishop.
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Computer System Brings Parish Record-Keeping Out of Dark Ages

By Kibd CamFLESSON
The Southern Cross

SAN DIEGO = When histori-
ans study the Europeam Dark
Apes, the only written records
they have are parish records.
Much of European history, for a
span of hundreds of years, is
based on these Church records.
Today, parish records semain a
vital repository, not onby of the
history of its people, but of the
faith life of the parish,

Tosday, parishes keep computer-
ized records, but the spreadshests
are rarely compatible with other
parish records, and generating
reports involves many steps and
the re-entering of  data
Omnidata, a compamy in
Westlake Village, has developed
PCE {Parish Computer System), a
Microsoft Windows-based pro-
gram, which integrates the many
types of parsh records. To date,
14 local parishes have adopted
PCE, making record-keeping easi-
er and enabling them to use the
data to betber serve the fagthful.

“The records a parish keeps are
threefold,” explains  Kathleen
Hoverter, administrative assistant
for The Immaculata Parish,
Parishes keep sacramental, parish-
jomeer census and financial reconds,
shue says,

“It 15 vital that parishes keep
records of all of the sacraments”™
parishiomers  celebrate, says
Hoverter. “If someone was bap-
tized {at The Immaculata) 25 years
ago, ... we have to be able to pro-
vide copies of the baptismal
record, they can't be married in
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the Church without it,” she says.
The PC5 system doesn't take the
place of the hand-written book of
sacramenis signed by the bishop,
but it makes the retrieval of such
records more efficient, Parishes
also keep récerds of donations
and contribubions,

With the PC5S program, dona-
thon imformation is posted to beth
the census and the financial
records, says Hoverter, sparing a
duplication of effort in generating
reports. With most of the older
parish computer systems, parish-
voner data was in a separate pro-
gram from the financial informa-
tion. “This new PCS enables
parighes to submit their annual
end-of-the-pear repost to the dio-
cese without having any exira
steps,” says Hoverter, “The data is
generated for us over the fiscal
year; it really does save a bot of
work,” she continues,

Mo omiby are the censais and fnan-
cial mecords integrated with PCS,
buit the program is also compatible
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with the diocese, This makes sub-
militing reports to the diocese much
easier, says Cyndi Peart, office man-
ager and bockkeeper for Queen of
Angels Parish in Alpine. Une of the
biggest reports a parish makes is on
the Annual Catholic  Appeal
pledges. Prior o implementing
PCS, Peart says reconciling pasish
recopds with the diocesan records
was a daunfing task, imvolving page
after page of computer paper
reports which had to be checked,
entry by entry. This year, it took her
bess than an hour to reconcile the

ized data, which she then
copbed to a disk to submit to the dio-
R,

Mike Torrett, business manager of
St Mary Farish i Escondide, says
thie program also helps the parish in
berma of ip. “Cnce you
enter data, you can pull up all kinds
of different reports reganding stew-
ardship,” says Torrettl, “For instanoe,
you can pull up list of all the

ishe mindsters,” from the Est

of all parishiomers.

Crueen of Angels utilizes the
PC5 program's capabilities to per-
sonalize their small faith groups.
Peart prints out information for
the leaders, including partici-
pants’ addresses, phone numbers,
names of childeen and birthdays.
Thas helps leaders keep track of
information on the 28 or so fami-
ltes In their growp.

Torrett, Peart and Howerter ane
unamimous in recommending PCS
to other parishes. Peart says the
training classes she atiended were
great, and that Omnidata also pro-
wides ongning . “Any person
familiar with [Microsoft] Windows
applications would be able to use it
with ma problem,” says Peart.

Torretti says that Omnidata
recently launched the next phase
of the program, which allows the
parish school and religious educa-
tiom programs to integrate the
same program &0 that each can
interchange data seadily,
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